THE AMERICAN NOVEL

nibal girls. While in his account of it he is shrewd and smil-
ing, he valued that simple state of nature as much as he
enjoyed it, and learned to think more highly of the human
race than he ever had before. Oinoo (the word is Polynesian
for rover or beachcomber) carries Melville through still more
cheerful vicissitudes to Tahiti; it is packed with activity and
comedy. His racy sailors seem real, 1m consuls and vagabonds,
and his irresponsible natives hovering between cannibalism
and a half-comprehended Christianity, Melville's references
to missionaries led to some controversy with members of their
profession, and he was, indeed, caustic and contemptuous.
The tale is dramatic; the teller had just emerged from a world
of Edenic grace; and his recollection of the little world gave
point to his judgments of the tawdry figures lie met on the
borders of civilization. Melville was something of a partisan
of paradises, as Typec shows; but Omoo takes its quality,
its keen edge, not so much from his satirical opinions as from
the comic force with which he hits off the manners and per-
sons of a heterogeneous community*

The charge that he had been writing romance led Mel-
ville to deserve the accusation deliberately, and he wrote
Mardi (1849) which was romantic to the borders of chaos,
As in Typce, two sailors escape from a whaling vessel in the
Pacific and seek their fortune on the open sea, where they
finally discover the mysterious archipelago of Mardi, a para-
dise which is more rich and sultry than the Marquesas and
which becomes, as the story goes on, a wilderness of adven-
ture and allegory. They encounter a magical white girl, Yillah,
wander with her for a time, lose her, and spend the rest of
the book in a blind search through the amazing archipelago.
At one later point Mardi appears to signify the planet Earth,
The seekers circumnavigate it, visiting its continents as
Mardi's islands: Porpheero (Europe), Kolumbo (America
both North and South), Orienda (Asia), and Hamora
(Africa). Great Britain is Dominora, the United States is
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